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country, it is only a forest, without other conven-
iences of life than those which will be brought from
France, and what in time may be obtained from the
soil after [31] it has been cultivated. The nation is
savage, wandering and full of bad habits; the people
few and isolated. They are, I say, savage, haunting
the woods, ignorant, lawless and rude: they are wan-
derers, with nothing to attach them to a place, neither
homes nor relationship, neither possessions nor love
of country; as a people they have bad habits, are ex-
tremely lazy, gluttonous, profane, treacherous, cruel
in their revenge, and given up to all kinds of lewd-
ness, men and women alike, the men having several
wives and abandoning them to others, and the women
only serving them as slaves, whom they strike and
beat unmercifully, and who dare not complain; and
after being half killed, if it so please the murderer,
they must laugh and caress him.

With all these vices, they are exceedingly vainglo-
rious: they think they are better, more valiant and
more ingenious than the French; and, what is diffi-
cult to believe, richer than we are. They consider
themselves, I say, braver than we are, boasting that
they have killed Basques and Malouins, and that
they do a great deal-of harm to the ships, and that no
one has ever resented it, insinuating that it was from
a lack of courage. They consider themselves better
than the French; ‘‘ For,”’ they say, ‘‘ you are always
fighting and quarreling among yourselves; we live
peaceably. You are envious and are all the time
slandering each other; [32] you are thieves and de-
ceivers; you are covetous, and are neither generous
nor kind; as for us, if we have a morsel of bread we
share it with our neighbor.”



